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The Taj Mahal is an Islarn'rc- ivory-white marble mausoleum on
the right bank of the river Yamuna in the Indian city of Agra.
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The tomb is the cen-
trepiece of a 17-hectare
(42-acre) complex,
which includes a
mosque and a guest
house, and is set in
formal gardens bound-
ed on three sides by a
crenellated wall.
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The world's great architecture

Buildings and layout
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The Taj Mahal (meaning Crown of the Palace) is an ivory-white marble mausoleum on the south bank of the Yamuna river in the Indian
city of Agra. It was commissioned in 1632 by the Mughal emperor, Shah Jahan (reigned 1628-1658), to house the tomb of his favourite
wife, Mumtaz Mahal. The tomb is the centrepiece of a 17-hectare (42-acre) complex. which includes a mosque and a guest house, and
is set in formal gardens bounded on three sides by a crenellated wall.The Taj Mahal was designated as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site in 1983 for being "the jewel of Muslim art in India and one of the universally admired masterpieces of the world's heritage”. De-
scribed by Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore as "the tear-drop on the cheek of time", it is regarded by many as the best example of
Mughal architecture and a symbol of India's rich history. The Taj Mahal attracts 7-8 million visitors a year. In 2007, it was declared a
winner of the New7Wonders of theWorld (2000-2007) initiative.
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Tomb

The tomb is the central focus of the entire complex of
the Taj Mahal. It is a large, white marble structure
standing on a square plinth and consists of a symmet-
rical building with an iwan (an arch-shaped doorway)
topped by a large dome and finial.

The base structure is a large multi-chambered cube
with chamfered corners forming an unequal eight-sid-
ed structure that is approximately 55 metres (180 ft) on
each of the four long sides. Each side of the iwan is
framed with a huge pishtaq or vaulted archway with
two similarly shaped arched balconies stacked on
either side. This motif of stacked pishtaqgs is replicated
on the chamfered corner areas, making the design
completely symmetrical on all sides of the building.
Four minarets frame the tomb, one at each corner of
the plinth facing the chamfered corners.
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Symbolism

Along with being a renowned symbol of love, the Taj Mahal is also a symbol of Shah Jahan's wealth and power, and the fact
that the empire had prospered under his rule. Bilateral symmetry dominated by a central axis has been used by rulers as a
symbaol of a ruling force that brings balance and harmony, and Shah Jahan applied that concept in the making of the Taj Ma-
hal.Additionally, the plan is aligned in the cardinal north-south direction and the corners have been placed so that when seen
from the center of the plan, the sun can be seen rising and setting on the north and south corners on the summer and winter
solstices respectively. This makes the Ta) a symbolic horizon.

According to Ebba Koch, art historian and international expert in the understanding and interpretation of Mughal architecture
and the Taj Mahal, the planning of the entire compound of the Taj symbolizes earthly life and the afterlife, a subset of the sym-
bolization of the divine. The plan has been split into two—one half is the white marble mausoleum itself and the gardens, and
the other half is the red sandstone side meant for worldly markets. Only the mausocleum is white so as to represent the enlight-
enment, spirituality and faith of Mumtaz Mahal. According to the world-traveler Eleanor Roosevelt, the white symbolized the
purity of real love.
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Main Color Matching
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Pantone Black 6C Pantone 431C White Pantone 7500C Pantone 7550C
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Instructions For Use
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4 ways to make installation easier
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Building Blocks
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B First open the product packaging according B Summarize all parts to count the number of
to the instructions. familiar accessaries.
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B Arranging all accessories by color helps to B Carefully install the product and learn about
quickly install the product. building.
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Reference Table @
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| Vertical View of Installation Drawing
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Back Side of Installation Drawing
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| Vertical View of Installation Drawing |
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Back Side of Installation Drawing
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| Back Side of Installation Drawing
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Back Side of Installation Drawing
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Vertical View of Installation Drawing
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