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Building
Blocks

B First open the product packaging according B Summarize all parts to count the number of

to the instructions. familiar accessories.
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B Arranging all accessories by color helps to B Carefully install the product and learn about
quickly install the product. building.
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The Saint Basils Cathedral
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Russia

The contents of this chapter refer to
the Wikipedia website.
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The world's great architecture

About The Buildin

THE CATHEDRAL OF VASILY THE BLESSED | com-

monly known as Saint Basil's Cathedral, is a Christian church in Red Square in
Moscow, Russia and is regarded as a symbol of the country, The building, now a
museum, is officially known as the Cathedral of the Intercession of the Most Haoly
Theotokos on the Moat. It was built from 1555 to 1561 on orders from lvan the Ter-
rible and commemorates the capture of Kazan and Astrakhan. It was the city's tall-

est building until the completion of the Ivan the Great Bell Tower in 1600.

The original building, known as Trinity Church and later Trinity Cathedral, con-
tained eight churches arranged around a ninth, central church of Intercession; a
tenth church was erected in 1588 over the grave of venerated local saint Vasily
(Basil). In the 16th and 17th centunes, the church, perceived (as with all churches
in Byzantine Christianity) as the earthly symbol of the Heavenly City, was popular-
ly known as the "Jerusalem” and served as an allegory of the Jerusalem Temple
in the annual Palm Sunday parade atlended by the Patriarch of Moscow and the

Tsar.



Design
and construction

The building is shaped like the flame of a bonfire rising into the sky, a design that has
no parallel in Russian architecture. Dmitry Shvidkovsky, in his book Russian Architec-
ture and the West, states that "it is like no other Russian building, Nothing similar can
be found in the entire millennium of Byzantine fradition from the fifth to the fifieenth
century ... a strangeness that astonishes by its unexpectedness, complexity and daz-
zling interleaving of the manifold details of its design." The cathedral foreshadowed
the climax of Russian national architecture in the 17th century

Construction under
lvan IV

The site of the church had been, historically, a busy
marketplace between the S5t Frol'sGate of the
Moscow Kremlin and the outlying posad. The
centre of the marketplace was marked by the Trini-
ty Church, built of the same white stone as the
Kremlin of Dmitry Donskoy (1266-68) and its ca-
thedrals. Tsar Ivan IV marked every victory of the
Russo-Kazan War by erecting a wooden memaorial
church next to the walls of Trinity Church; by the
end of his Astrakhan campaign, it was shrouded
within a cluster of seven wooden churches. Accord-
ing to the report in Nikon's Chronicle, in the autumn
of 1554 |van ordered the construction of the
wooden Church of Intercession on the same site,
"on the moat". One year later, lvan ordered the
construction of a new stone cathedral on the site of
Trinity Church to commemorate his campaigns,
Dedication of a church to a military victory was "a
major innovation" for Muscowy.
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Architectural style
and Layout

Because the church has no analogue—in pre-
ceding, contemporary, or later architecture of
Muscovy and Byzantine cultural tradition in
general—the sources that inspired Barma and
Postnik are disputed. Eugene Viollet-le-Duc re-
jected European roots for the cathedral, opin-
ing that its corbel arches were Byzantine and
ultimately Asian A modern "Asian" hypothesis
considers the cathedral a recreation of Qolgérif
Mosque, which was destroyed by Russian

troops after the siege of Kazan.

Instead of following the original ad hoc layout
(seven churches around the central core),
Ivan's architects opted for a more symmetrical
floor plan with eight side churches around the
core producing "a thoroughly coherent, logical
plan" despite the erroneous latter "notion of a
structure devoid of restraint or reason" influ-
enced by the memory of Ivan's irrational atroci-

ties.
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