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Geography and culture
. 1k

El Castillo, known as the Temple of Kukulc @ n (or also just

as Kukulc @ n), is a Mesoamerican step-pyramid that

dominates the center of the Chichen Itza archaeological
site in the Mexican state of Yucatdn.



Built by the pre-Columbian
Maya civilization sometime
between the 8th and 12th
centuries AD, the pyramid
served as a temple fo the
deity Kukulc @ n, the Yucatec
Maya Feathered Serpent
deity closely related to
Quetzalcodtl, a deity known
to the Aztecs and other
central Mexican cultures of
the Posiclassic period.
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Templo de Kukulkan

El Castillo =

Mexico

3 . The contents of this chapter refer to
T e . p p~ . the Wikipedia website.
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The world’s great architecture

Buildings and layout

W EFRVNGB

El CaStIHD (estructura tambien conocida con el nombre de, debido a que los conquistadores espanioles en el siglo XVI| buscaban
alguna similitud arguitectonica con las existentes en el continente europeo), es un edificio prehispanico ubicado en la peninsula de Yucatan,
en el actual estado del mismo nombre. El actual templo se construyé en el siglo Xl d. por los mayas itzaes en su capital, la ciudad de
Chichen Itza, fundada originalmente en el siglo VI d. Su disefio tiene una forma geometrica piramidal, cuenta con nueve niveles o basamen-
tos, uatro fachadas principales, cada una con una escalinata central, y una plataforma superior, rematada por un templete.

The pyramid consists of a series of square terraces with stairways up each of the four sides to the temple on top. Sculptures of plumed
serpents run down the sides of the northern balustrade. Around the spring and autumn equinoxes, the late afternoon sun strikes off

the northwest corner of the pyramid and casts a series of triangular shadows against the northwest balustrade, creating the illusion
of the feathered serpent "crawling" down the pyramid.




Design and construction

Cuatro fachadas principales, cada una con una escalinata central, y una plataforma superior, rematada por un templete. En esta
construccion, se rindio culto a la entidad maya Kukulkan (en idioma maya: Serpiente Emplumada) , razén por la cual se pueden
apreciar motivos serpentinos en la decoracion arquitectonica. Por otra parte, también cuenta con simbolismos que hacen alusién a
los numeros mas importantes utilizados en el calendario solar agricola, el calendario Tzolkin (calendario sagrado) y la rueda
calendarica. La alineacion de la construccion de la piramide permite que se puedan observar diversos fenomenocs de luz y sombra,
los cuales se producen en su propio cuerpo durante los equinoccios y solsticios cada afo.

Symbolism

En comparacion con la piramide de Keops en Egipto, o in-
cluso con la piramide del Sol de Tecotihuacan, las dimen-
siones de la piramide de Kukulkan son pequenas En
cuanto a la altura, la piramide de Keops mide aproxima-
damente 147 my la del Sol, 65 m sin incluir los supuestos
10 metros que tendria su templete; por su parte, la altura
de 55,3 m en las bases de sus fachadas.

All four sides of the pyramid have approximately 91 steps
which, when added together and including the temple
platform on top as the final "step", may produce a total of
365 steps (the steps on the south side of the pyramid are
eroded). That number is equal to the number of days of
the Haab' year and likely is significantly related to rituals.

El Castillo like other Mesoamerican pyramids, likely reflected the common practice by the Maya of executing several phases of
construction for their temples. Based on archaeological research, construction of Kukulcan was based on the concept of axis
mundi. Anthropologists think that the site remained sacred regardless of how the structure was positioned on the location.
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Physical operations
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Main Color Matching
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Building Blocks
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B First open the product packaging according B Summarize all parts to count the number of
to the instructions. familiar accessories.
RESHAERSARBTRIEE. HRAEASEL2RIAAEHESTRANE.

B Arranging all accessories by color helps to B Carefully install the product and learn about
quickly install the product. building.
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Reference Table @
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Back Side of Installation Drawing
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Wertical View of Installation Drawing
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Vertical View of Installation Drawing
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Wertical View of Installation Drawing
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EL CASTILLO

COUNTRY: Mexico
CITY : Kukulkan




