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GREAT TANG DYNASTY

Tang dynasty was the prosperous and mature
period of Chinese feudal society. At that time its
economy, culture, architecture technology and art
developed very well. With the basis of architectural
achieverments of Han dynasties, the architecture in
Tang dynasty developed into a whole architectural
system via integrating and absorbing foreign
architectural culture elements.

This system included metropolitan architecture,
palaces and Buddhist architecture.

In terms of palaces, Daming Palace Xingqging
Palace and Huaqing Palace were most symbolic.
They each had distinct and different cultural
characteristics. While at that time in China a number
of famous business cities and handicraft industry
cities sprung up. For instance, Guangling,
Quanzhou, Hongzhou and Guangzhou.

The architecture characteristics in Tang dynasty
were as follows:

They had grand scale and magnificent styles with

solemn and clean appearance.

5

i,

They were gorgeous instead of being stiff and
empty.

They which offered people comfortable and
energetic feelings had antique beauty.

Their large bucket arches enabled the bucket arch
technology in wooden architecture to reach its peak.
The current wooden architecture represents the
unity of art embellishment and structure of
architecture in Tang dynasty. The structure of bucket
arches, the image of pillar and embellishment of
beam enabled people to feel the inner relations
between strained condition and image of
components, which was the unity of beauty and
power. Their colors were concise and lively while
their roofs were stretching far. Windows and doors
were simple, with which people could feel their
beauty and refulgence. All these characteristics
seldom appeared in Song dynasty, Yuan dynasty
and Qing dynasty. For the aspect of building
materials, woods, scil, stone, bambeoo, brisk and tile
had been used.

. --re

.

Apart from those, with the development of firing
technology colored glaze had been used more
often. The ruling class had proficiency in building
luxurious houses and beautiful gardens and
conveying aesthetic feelings. In addition, the Han
nationality masonry architecture had developed,
Pagodas were mainly constructed by using
masanry. Big Wild Goose Pageoda in Xi' an, the
Small Goose Pagoda and Dali Qianxun Pagoda
were constructed by using masonry. All of them

were built in Tang dynasty,
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In Tang dynasty, gambling became very popular. At that time many emperors were
fond of gambling. For example, Empress Wu Zetian and Emperor Xuanzong regarded
it as a hobby. Emperor Xuanzong had fun in gambling with his concubine Yang
Yuhuan and they laft & famous story called “fraud created a messy situation”. Empress
Wu Zetian had held a gambling party and asked hundreds of civil and military officials
to take part in. Because of the effect of imperial court, folks and officials also liked
gambling very much. Gambling was regarded as a fashion and playing cards and
cockfighting gained great popularity.

Playing cards which was popular in casinos of Tang dynasty was a kind of dominoes.
Emperor Xuanzong always had fun in playing ¢ards with his concubine Yang Yuhuan,
According to Xianding Records, from the year of Xiantong, playing cards was a very
popular entertainment activity. And its name was Madiao in Ming dynasty and at last
changed into mahjong.

When it came to the period of Emperor Xuanzong's reign, Tang dynasty welcomed its
flourishing age. Many people were rich and had a lot of time for leisure_They prefer
luxurious lives to hard work and plain living. From imperial court to local cities, people
had fun in playing fighting games.

Among them cockfighting was the most significant one. Emperor Xuanzong liked to
play cockfighting and in Chang'an city a large number of people also liked this game
vary much. Even some who made a living by keeping fighting cocks can be called in
by the Emperor. And they later kept fighting cocks for him.
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Lantarms which was called coloured-lantern had its arigins in the period of the Western
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Han Dynasty 2000 years ago.
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In-ancient times peophe used mortize and tenon which was a special and historical craft technology to build stairs
Mertise and tenon was in comman use in ancient wooden architecture in China

of the top of opposite sides.
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The ridges were the opposite slopes inrools or intersection lines
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Pilched roof had fs origins in remote antiguity and most of the buildings

had pitched roots.
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was safaty facilities in bridge and buildings.
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Handrail was called Langan or Goulan in ancient China, which
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With a history of more than cne thousand years, paper-cut for window decoration was inheribed
and enhanced from Song dynasty and Yuan dynasty.

SETTING INITIAL SCENE
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Chairs or stools onginated from Han and Wet Dynasties, Their onigins must be related to the benches introduced
from India in Han and Wei Dynasties.
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Table: the upper pant is a flat surface and the bottom part are table legs. People can put things
on a tabbe or uss it in work, which is regarded as a kind of funifure.
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5 Chenyu Fang
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2 Zhiyuan Fang

B Wangyou Fang
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4 Fengzu Fang/Richress and harvest lane
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3 Anding Fang/ Peace Lane

& Changle Fang

There were several populous and prosperous cities in Tang dynasty such as Chang'an,
Chengdu, Yangzhou and Luoyang. All these cities were big cities.

The population of Chang'an was more than one million. The road construction in
Chang'an was typical and orderly, which was like a chessboard, There were 14
north-south streets and 11 east-west streets. Zhugque Avenue located in axis was 150
meters in width and inside the avenue its width was 80 meters. The avenue was paved
with bricks, On both sides there were drains and trees. The structure and construction
were orderly and grand.
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