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o Early Years and Independent Operations (1993-2005):

Sauber first entered F1® in 1993 and quickly established itself

as a strong midfield team. In 2001, the team achieved its best
. result at the time, securing fourth place in the Constructors'
Champlonshlp

} BMW Era (2006- 2009)

In 2005, German car manufacturer BMW acqunred Sauber
renaming it BMW Sauber. During this period, the team made
significant strides, with Robert Kubica securing the team's -
first race win at the 2008 Canadian Grand Prix. In 2009, BMW
announced its exit froWFl® and Peter Sauber regalned
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"}Alfa Romeo Partnershlp (2019-2023):
In 2019, Sauber partnered with Italian brand Alfa Romeo
- renaming.the team Alfa Romeo Racmg During this period,’

Chinese driver Zhou Guanyu joined in 2022, becomlng the e

o -f|rst Chlnese drlver to compete in an Fl® race
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ZHOU
GUAN

China had never boasted a Grand Prix starter among its
citizens - until Zhou Guanyu changed that state of
affairs, after receiving the call-up to make his F1® debut
for Alfa Romeo Racing, now KICK Sauber, in 2022.

The Shanghai-born racer attended his home city's
inaugural Grand Prix in 2004 at the age of five, cheering
on his hero Fernando Alonso. But having caught the
racing bug, the Chinese driver then set himself the
ambitious goal of becoming his country's first-ever F1®
racer - achieving a feat that Ma Qinghua, the only other
Chinese driver to take partin a Formula 1° weekend,
never managed.

Showing boldness and dedication, Zhou put his plan
into action by moving to England with his family aged
just 12 to pursue his motorsport ambitions. A
second-place finish in the 2015 Italian F4 championship
proved Zhou possessed the right stuff - a fact already
noted by Ferrari, who'd signed him to their driver
academy a year earlier.

A move to Renault's academy for 2019 coincided with
his debut in Formula 2, with Zhou building his
confidence in the series via multiple wins and pole
positions across three seasons, leading him to
challenge for the drivers'title in 2021.

That was enough to convince Team Principal Fred
Vasseur to put his faith in Zhou for 2022 and field him
alongside ex-Mercedes racer Valtteri Bottas - allowing
Zhou to achieve his dream of racing in F1°, and even to
compete against his own childhood hero, Fernando
Alonso.
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VALTTE:7 7
BOTTAS

Learning his craft on Finnish roads of ice and snow, Valtteri
Bottas was born to be a Grand Prix™ racer.

The Finn explains that if you can drive on the frozen roads of
his homeland then you can drive anywhere. Then there's the
Finnish mentality -reserved, diligent and calm the fast lane of
F1® doesn't faze him.

Making his F1® debut with Williams in 2013, Bottas soon
became part of the family. Points and podiums followed with
the reliable racer even amassing the most points without a
win, a record that just needed a more competitive car to
obliterate. The fact the Finn was such a points machine saw
him suddenly promoted to the most coveted seatin F1® - Nico
Rosberg's vacant championship-winning seat at Mercedes.

Bottas blossomed at the Silver Arrows in 2017, unleashing his
pace to clock up personal pole positions and victories as well
as a team championship for the famous Mercedes marque
alongside Lewis Hamilton. He even tied with Hamilton and
Sebastian Vettel with 13 podiums.

For a shy guy, it brought a confidence boost and a new
swagger - albeit in a very demure Finnish fashion. Facing one
of F1®'s most successful drivers in history in the sister car, it
was this confidence that allowed Bottas to continue delivering
strong results as part of an all-conquering Mercedes team.

Bottas kept delivering - four victories in 2019, two in 2020 and
one in 2021, for a total of ten in the span of five years at
Mercedes.

In 2022 he started a new chapter in his F1® career, replacing
compatriot Kimi Raikkonen to lead an all-new line-up at Alfa
Romeo Racing, now KICK Sauber, and taking Chinese rookie
Zhou Guanyu under his wing.
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